
by Chris Cooke
Bill Dennis says he will likely 

vote against construction of a 
public pool at Germain Park.

Dennis, who was originally cri-
tical of a staff suggestion that 
a pool would costs $5 or $6 
million says he has had his eyes 
opened following a tour of city 
assets in late April.

“I was shocked,” says Dennis. 
“Our assets are a mess and 
most are 40 to 60 years old and 
at the end of their useful life.”

Dennis says the airport is a 
“total mess”, our roads have 
“car-swallowing craters,” the 
Progressive Sports and Enter-
tainment Centre hasn’t been 
touched in 25 years, Canatara 
Park and the waterfront are 
looking tired and need upgra-
des.

While a pool has been rein-
troduced to plans at Germain 
Park, Dennis says the “reality is 
$5 or $6 million would be bet-
ter spent elsewhere.”

Dennis described it as a “nice 
to have and public interest 
groups want it” but that kind 
of money can be poured into 
roads and have an immediate 
impact.

He also fears a pool in Germain 
would draw users from the 

pool at Tecumseh Park “which 
isn’t exactly drawing crowds.”

Stacey Forfar, Sarnia’s general 
manager of community servi-
ces was originally criticized by 
council for suggesting the mul-

ti-million-dollar price tag but 
Dennis says she is correct and 
after reviewing city assets “it is 
clear we aren’t living large.”

Dennis says putting a pool at 
Germain would be “catering to 
special interest groups” while 
ignoring “wobbly” economics.

However, George Vandenberg 
while questioning the $5 or $6 
million figure says he has been 
inundated with complaints 
about the administration’s 
decision not to include it in the 
original Germain Park plans.

Vandenberg suggests the cost 
estimate for the pool is actually 
“a guestimate” and even if it 
is substantial the city could 

obtain government grants and 
private sector funding to offset 
the cost.

With the pool back in the 
Germain Park plan, the two 
consultants Steve Langlois and 
Ron Koudys of London have 
indicated there isn’t room for 
a multi-use facility. The park is 
too small.

However, Mayor Mike Bradley 
says a multi-use facility is “way 
down the road” and needs to be 
put back in the Germain plan as 
one of four possible locations.

The others he says are Lot-
tie Neely Park, the Western 
Research Park, and the former 
Holmes Foundry.

Bradley is proposing a recon-
sideration motion for the mul-
ti-use facility at Germain. As 
for the Foundry property, he 
notes while it is “actually in 
Point Edward” he is optimistic 
that property allocation can be 
worked out.

At $5 to $6 million Bradley 
says while council wants a pool, 
the community wants a pool, 
city staff doesn’t and “it isn’t a 
done deal.”  

Bradley says he understands 
the need for a splash pad in 
Germain but “you can’t teach 
kids how to swim with splash 

pads.”
Bradley added “there is a lot of 

nostalgia behind the decision 
to replace the former Jackson 
pool but much of that nostalgia 
is predicated on cost. And the 
community isn’t going to live 
with a splash pad until it knows 
the cost of the pool.”

“It boils down to choices and 
those choices will come to light 
when the city budget is unvei-
led in December.”

Dennis says he voted for a 
pool to get discussion moving 
suggesting “it will be very dif-
ficult to justify when common 
sense is applied.”
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“...the community 
isn’t going to live 
with a splash pad 

until they know the 
cost of a pool.”

Stacey Forfar


