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I was in attendance online during a Sarnia City Council meeting in April of last year when Rob 
Longo spoke on the benefits of residential development in Bright’s Grove. There was some 
concern raised at the time over this proposed subdivision in the designated location given 
the 215 hectares is valuable farmland. Both the Ontario Federation of Agriculture and Climate 
Action Sarnia Lambton voiced concerns about expanding the boundaries for residential use and 
what concerns might exist for the kind of development proposed especially given that the land 
targeted for development is 79 per cent protected floodplains. Those in favour were excited 
about what gains could come from the development; those raising concerns were cautionary 
about infrastructural costs to support this type of development and what potentially negative 
environmental consequences exist from land encroachment.
My thoughts that day, after listening to the arguments, were philosophical. I was thinking about 
the apparent differences in priorities represented there – how the desire to build gated rows of 
houses and golf courses out of farmland seems so special-interest and profit-centric compared 
to others’ concerns for the community. My thoughts turned to all those in our community who 
struggle with affordable housing. Such a contrast: gated communities vs. displaced families 
couch-surfing because they can’t afford a home.
I teach a college-level course that’s an expansion to the Bridges Out of Poverty platform, connected 
to the non-profit supportive resource called Circles. Circles is not-for-profit in the community 
working to give people the tools to lift themselves out of poverty (https://www.lambtononline.ca/
en/circles/circles-about-us.aspx). Helping individuals nurture their own resources and advocate 
for themselves has proven to be a very beneficial strategy and there are many local families who 
know success because of these programs. But there is also context to consider as well when it 
comes to economic success and poverty: why does poverty exist in a resource-rich society? And 
whose responsibility is it, should it be? The question of what to do to make things better for all of 
us always comes into play and it’s a tough question to try to answer given the nature of poverty.
The OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) studied international 
poverty rates in 2021 and found that Nordic and Slovakian countries fair the best when it comes 
to addressing poverty overall. There are a few reasons for this but it’s the philosophy of countries 
like Finland, Denmark, Belgium that interests me. There is a term called “lagom” used, describing 
how people try to aspire to a balanced life: “not too much, not too little.” According to studies 
done by the American based Borgan Project, which addresses extreme global poverty, the Nordic 
countries have a culture that values people and their work in general that seems to translate out 
into effective policy.
None of us can live for long in isolation. Even when we live behind a gate, we will still need to 
interact with others and experience social life outside of ourselves. Often we find ourselves 
deeply affected by social conditions that surround us: quality of education and health services, 
community service, crime, rates of addiction, physical and mental health are all connected to the 
wellbeing of a community and to each of us as a result.
I remember once when I was feeling negative about garbage floating around our city, I was 
stuck on coming up with a reason for why people would throw garbage out their car windows 
or drive to the country to pitch their bag of garbage out on the side of some quiet country road. 
I speculated out loud to some of my friends. One of those friends, frustrated, turned to me and 
said, “Lois. It’s not complicated; they don’t care.” A blunt version of the truth to be sure. Yet 
as an admitted idealist I tend to believe not caring is actually more like not understanding, not 
knowing just how connected we actually are to each other. Economic and social development 
impacts one and all in any community, both in terms of success and failure. And with gates or 
without, we come to see what our values translate into over time with the priorities we choose 
for ourselves and each other.




